
ORDINANCE NO. 			
AN ORDINANCE, AUTHORIZING OPERATION OF GOLF CARTS AND LOW SPEED VEHICLES ON CERTAIN CITY OWNED AND MAINTAINED STREETS, PRESCRIBING STANDARDS FOR EQUIPMENT REQUIRED ON GOLF CARTS AND LOW SPEED VEHICLES OPERATED ON CITY STREETS, REQUIRING THE POSTING OF SIGNS PERTAINING TO WHERE GOLF CARTS AND LOW SPEED VEHICLES MAY BE OPERATED, REQUIRING REGISTRATION AND INSPECTION OF GOLF CARTS AND LOW SPEED VEHICLES OPERATED ON CITY STREETS, PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT, REPEALING CONFLICTING ORDINANCES, PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE, AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 316.212, Florida Statutes, the City Commission has the power to adopt ordinances necessary to authorize operation of golf carts on designated City streets; and
WHEREAS, the City Commission finds that operating golf carts on City streets is desirable to conserve energy, reduce automobile traffic and provide alternative modes of travel for its citizens; and
WHEREAS, the City Commission finds that it has considered factors regarding public safety, including the speed, volume and character of motor vehicle traffic using streets or roads designated for golf cart and low speed vehicle traffic, and has determined that use of golf carts and low speed vehicles in the areas permitted by this Ordinance will not present a danger to the public health, safety or welfare, and 
WHEREAS, the City Commission desires to maintain a high quality of life for the citizens of Leesburg, Florida,
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA:
SECTION I. DEFINITIONS.
Golf cart. Pursuant to F.S. Section 320.01(22) a “golf cart” is defined as a motor vehicle that is designed and manufactured for operation on a golf course for sporting or recreational purposes and that is not capable of exceeding speeds of 20 miles per hour.
Low-speed vehicle. Pursuant to F.S. Section 320.01(42), a low speed vehicle is any four-wheeled electric vehicle whose top speed is greater than 20 miles per hour but not greater than 25 miles per hour, including neighborhood electric vehicles.  Low speed vehicles must conform to the safety standards in 49 C.F.R. 571.500 and F.S. Section 316.2122.
SECTION II.  GOLF CARTS.
(1) Golf carts may be operated on City owned streets, within the following areas, where the posted speed limit is 25 miles per hour or less. 

a. SOUTH OF DIXIE AVENUE (SR 44):
An area bounded on the North by Dixie Avenue (SR 44) to its intersection with Port Boulevard, on the East by Port Boulevard at its intersection with Dixie Avenue (SR 44) thence Southerly along Port Boulevard to its end, on the South by Lake Harris, and on the West by 14th Street (US Highway 27).

b. SOUTH OF MAIN STREET & NORTH OF DIXIE AVENUE (SR 44):
An area bounded on the North by Main Street, on the East by Dixie Avenue (SR44)  on the South by Dixie Avenue (SR 44) and on the West by 14th Street (US Highway 27).

c. NORTH OF MAIN STREET:
An area bounded on the South by Main Street, on the East by Dixie Avenue (SR 44)  on the North by North Boulevard (US Highway 441) to its intersection with Perkins Street, and on the West by the following: Perkins Street from its intersection with North Boulevard (US 441) thence South along Perkins Street to Edmonds Street, thence Westerly along Edmonds Street to Sunshine Avenue, thence Northwesterly along Sunshine Avenue to 14th Street (US Highway 27) thence Southerly along 14th Street (US Highway 27) to its intersection with Main Street. 
(2) Golf carts must be operated on City streets, not on adjacent sidewalks. In addition, golf carts are authorized on the walkway and bridges connecting Ski Beach with Dozier Circle  in Venetian Gardens.
(3) All golf carts operated within the city limits of Leesburg shall be equipped with efficient brakes, reliable steering apparatus, safe tires, a rear view mirror, red reflectorized warning devices on both the front and rear of the vehicle, brake lights and a windshield.
(4) Golf carts equipped as described in (3) above may operate on City streets anytime between 30 minutes after sunrise to 30 minutes before sunset.
(5) Golf carts equipped with head lights, tail lights and turn signals in addition to items in (3) above may operate on City streets anytime between 5:00 am and 10:00 pm.
(6) Drivers of a golf cart must be at least 16 years old. Any drivers of golf carts must possess either a valid driver’s license or a valid learner’s permit. A driver of a golf cart who holds only a learner’s permit must be accompanied at all times by a passenger holding a valid driver’s license. Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, however, any individual whose driver’s license has been suspended or revoked, may not operate a golf cart within the city unless and until the suspension or revocation of his or her driver’s license is lifted and a valid driver’s license is issued.
(7) Golf carts may not be operated on State or County roads within the city limits or on sidewalks adjacent to state or county roads within city limits.  Golf carts may not cross State owned roads unless specifically permitted by the Florida Department of Transportation. 
(8) This ordinance does not regulate operation of golf carts in gated communities with private roads.

SECTION III.  LOW-SPEED VEHICLES.
(1) Low-speed vehicles may be operated within the city limits where the posted speed limit is 35 miles per hour or less, as permitted by and under the conditions established in F.S. Section 316.2122. Pursuant to F.S. Section 316.2122(1), this does not prohibit a low-speed vehicle from crossing a road or street at an intersection where the road or street has a posted speed limit more than 35 miles per hour.
(2) According to the requirements set forth in F.S.  Section 316.2122, a low-speed vehicle must be equipped with headlamps, stop lamps, turn signal lamps, reflex reflectors, parking brakes, rearview mirrors, windshields, seat belts and vehicle identification numbers. A low-speed vehicle must be registered and insured in accordance with F.S. Section 320.02. Any person operating a low-speed vehicle must have in his or her possession a valid driver’s license.
(3) Low-speed vehicles may be operated at any time.
SECTION IV.  INSPECTION AND REGISTRATION; INSURANCE.
(1) Before golf carts can be operated on City streets, the owners shall insure a vehicle safety inspection is performed by the City Fleet Services division located at 550 S. 14th Street. A fleet services technician will inspect golf carts to insure compliance with Section II item (1) and/or item (4).  Golf carts will be inspected to insure they have the required equipment and that it is in proper working condition. With regard to Section II, item (3) the Fleet services technician’s determination of “efficient brakes”, “reliable steering” and “safe tires” as required by F.S. Sec 316.212 will be final.
(2) Initial golf cart inspections will be required prior to operating on City streets. Thereafter inspections are required each calendar year prior to January 31st. 
(3) Vehicles that have all the required equipment in good working condition will be issued a City inspection decal.  Decals will indicate operating time restrictions if operation is restricted to 30 minutes after sunrise to 30 minutes before sunset. 
(4) An inspection fee of $25.00 will be collected at the time of inspection. In the event a golf cart fails inspection, an additional fee of $15 will be required for re-inspection. The City Commission may increase or decrease this fee at any time by resolution.    
(5) The vehicle inspection decal will be displayed in the lower right corner of the vehicle windshield.
(6) Fleet Services will maintain a registry of all golf carts authorized to operate on Leesburg city streets. The registry shall include vehicle owner, owner’s residence, make, year manufactured, description, decal number issued and date last inspected.
(7) [bookmark: hit20]Before golf carts may be operated on City streets, the owners thereof must purchase and maintain liability insurance insuring against personal injury and damage to property of any nature relative to the operation of the same on the designated public roads and streets. The minimum required insurance will be the same as applicable for motor vehicles registered in the State of Florida for personal use.
SECTION V.  ENFORCEMENT. 
(1) Golf carts and low-speed vehicles shall comply with all local and state traffic laws, and may be cited for traffic violations in the same manner as other vehicles.
(2) Enforcement of infractions of this Section shall be as provided in Chapter 316, Florida Statues, as may be amended. At its option the City may also issue notices of violation and process those violations through its code enforcement procedures before its Special Magistrate. 
SECTION IV.
If any portion of this ordinance is declared invalid or unenforceable, then to the extent it is possible to do so without destroying the overall intent and effect of this ordinance, the portion deemed invalid or unenforceable shall be severed herefrom and the remainder of this ordinance shall continue in full force and effect as if it were enacted without including the portion found to be invalid or unenforceable.
SECTION V.
All ordinances or parts of ordinances which are in conflict with this ordinance are hereby repealed, to the extent necessary to alleviate the conflict, but shall continue in effect insofar as they are not in conflict herewith, unless repeal of the conflicting portion destroys the overall intent and effect of any of the conflicting ordinances, in which case those ordinances so affected shall be hereby repealed in their entirety.

SECTION VI.

To allow proper posting of signage it is necessary to phase implementation of this ordinance by area.

This ordinance shall become effective in the area South of Dixie Avenue 30 days after its passage and adoption; in the area North of Dixie Avenue and South of Main Street 60 days after its passage and adoption; and, in the area North of Main Street and South of North Boulevard (US Highway 441) 90 days after its passage and adoption, according to law.



PASSED AND ADOPTED at the regular meeting of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, held on the day of , 2013.




                                                                           THE CITY OF LEESBURG


                                                               By: _________________________________
                                                                                    Mayor David Knowles





ATTEST:

__________________________________
         Betty Richardson, City Clerk




	

