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MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2013
The City of Leesburg Commission held a regular meeting Monday, September 9, 2013, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall. Mayor Knowles called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. with the following members present:

Commissioner Jay Hurley

Commissioner John Christian

Commissioner Bill Polk

Mayor David Knowles

Commissioner Dennison and City Clerk Richardson were absent.  Also present were Interim City Manager (ICM) Ray Sharp, City Attorney (CA) Fred Morrison, Deputy City Clerk (DCC) Andi Purvis, the news media, and others.

Commissioner Christian gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America at the special meeting to select the City Manager finalists immediately prior to this meeting.
PROCLAMATIONS:  None

PRESENTATIONS:  None

CONSENT AGENDA:

Pulled for discussion 

4.C.4 - Agreement with Fred Fox Enterprises, Inc. to provide CDBG grant administration services
Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the Consent Agenda except for 4.C.4 and Commissioner Hurley seconded the motion.

The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Polk

Yes



Commissioner Hurley

Yes
Commissioner Christian
Yes



Mayor Knowles

Yes
Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Consent Agenda, as follows:

CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES:  None
PURCHASING ITEMS:

Purchase request from the City Manager's Office for professional services by McCallum Sweeney Consulting related to obtaining site certification of the County Road 470 city property.
RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION 9261

Resolution authorizing execution of an agreement with KAM Services, Inc. for constructing a foundation; and relocating and installing a pre-fabricated communications building at the Lake County Emergency Operation Center Complex.

RESOLUTION 9262
Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement with Morris and Associates, Inc. for manhole rehabilitation services.

RESOLUTION 9263
Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement with Applied Aquatic Management, Inc. for aquatic vegetation management services.

RESOLUTION 9264
Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement with Kimberly Schulte to provide services serving as the City's Special Magistrate for code enforcement cases.

RESOLUTION 9265
Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement with TSI Disaster Recovery, LLC. to provide the Leesburg International Airport obstruction clearing services.

RESOLUTION 9266
Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an agreement with Public Resources Management Group, Inc. (PRMG) for professional services to conduct utility rate studies for the water, wastewater and natural gas utilities for a not to exceed amount of $39,250.00.

RESOLUTION 9267
Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida accepting a Utility Easement from Winston E. Evalle and Josephine Cipriano pertaining to land located at Lot 5, Sunnyside Trails Phase I.

RESOLUTION 9268
Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida setting forth the eligibility guidelines for C.U.R.E. (Citizens Utility Relief Effort) voucher program.

RESOLUTION 9269
Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida appointing one member to the Library Advisory Board to complete a five-year term as a member with said term to expire on September 30, 2015.  

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 9270 TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH FRED FOX ENTERPRISES, INC. TO PROVIDE CDBG GRANT ADMINISTRATION SERVICES_____________________________________________________________
Commissioner Christian introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  DCC Purvis read the resolution by title only, as follows:
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH FRED FOX ENTERPRISES, INC. TO PROVIDE CDBG GRANT ADMINISTRATION SERVICES IN THE AMOUNT  OF $56,000.00; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Hurley seconded the motion.   

Mayor Knowles requested comments from the Commission and the audience.

Commissioner Polk stated Mr. Fox has worked for the City before and asked what exactly he is going to be doing.

ICM Sharp stated previously the City obtained a CDBG grant for purposes of the Beecher Street and Griffin Road Stormwater improvements and for undergrounding most of the remaining Carver Heights area electrical services.  He stated this particular activity is to select a consultant to provide the grant administration services and the funds are entirely paid for out of the CDBG grant; there is no additional cost to the City.
Commissioner Polk asked what Mr. Fox gets out of this.  ICM Sharp said Mr. Fox receives $56,000 as the consultant’s fee and does all of the paperwork associated with the grant administration and typically with a CDBG grant there is quite a large amount of paperwork. 
Commissioner Polk asked the amount of the grant received. Director Economic Development (DED) Ken Thomas stated the grant is $750,000 and portions will be used for drainage and other for underground utilities.  

The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Hurley

Yes



Commissioner Christian
Yes



Commissioner Polk

Yes
Mayor Knowles

Yes
Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
OTHER ITEMS:  None

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 13-33 AUTHORIZING A ONE TIME WAIVER OF ORDINANCE 07-81, SECTION 2-233 ______________________________________
Deputy City Clerk Purvis read the ordinance by title only, as follows:
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, PROVIDING FOR A ONE TIME WAIVER OF THE LIMITATIONS ON TRANSFERS TO THE GENERAL FUND FROM THE ELECTRIC AND NATURAL GAS ENTERPRISE FUNDS, WHICH WOULD OTHERWISE BE IMPOSED BY §2 – 233 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES; SETTING FORTH LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Hurley   seconded the motion.   

Mayor Knowles requested comments from the Commission and audience.  There were none.
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Christian
Yes



Commissioner Polk

Yes
Commissioner Hurley

Yes



Mayor Knowles

Yes
Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 13-34 AMENDING THE EXISTING ZONING FOR THE CITY OF LEESBURG C.R. 470 PROPERTY TO CHANGE THE PERMITTED USES TO ALLOW FOR DEVELOPMENT OF AN INDUSTRIAL AND TECHNOLOGY PARK AND PUBLIC USE____________________________
Deputy City Clerk Purvis read the ordinance by title only, as follows: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, REZONING APPROXIMATELY 3,100 ACRES GENERALLY LOCATED ON NORTH OF COUNTY ROAD 48 AND EAST OF THE FLORIDA TURNPIKE, AND NORTH AND SOUTH OF COUNTY ROAD 470, LYING IN SECTIONS 06, 07, 08, 09, 16, 17, 20, AND 21, TOWNSHIP 20 SOUTH, RANGE 24 EAST, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA, FROM CITY P (PUBLIC) AND PUD (PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT) TO CITY AMENDED PUD (PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT), SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS CONTAINED IN EXHIBIT A; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (C.R. 470 Industrial And Technology Park)
Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.   

Mayor Knowles requested comments from the Commission and audience.  
René Bass, resident of Debbie Road in Okahumpka, stated the residents of Debbie Road are not in favor of this change as it is a direct impact to their quality of life.  She stated when this was passed by Planning and Zoning, there was a specification the residents would be kept in the loop as far as the planning process and the residents are very much interested in this.  They understand there is a long way to go and the City is fast tracking the permitting with conceptual plans and the residents are very concerned about this.   She stated this is a major change in the original zoning and now they are looking at major structures within two hundred and fifty to three hundred feet of their properties.  Mrs. Bass asked that the residents be a part of this process.  
Chad Cook, resident on Debbie Road, stated he is speaking in opposition to all of this because he does not think this is the only thing that can be done with the property.   He stated there is an opportunity of a lifetime that will leave a legacy and a name for the inhabiting people of the community and generations to come.   Mr. Cook stated by embracing preservation and conservation, we can join forces with the Lake County Water Authority who owns the Flat Island Preserve District and not only keep the historical essence of Okahumpka, home of the deepest spring in all of Florida, but it would also ensure a well-rounded education for the kids now and those to come.  Mr. Cook spoke in great detail of the environmental opportunities which could easily be tailored to fit school curriculum.  He stated by choosing to build on this land, we are robbing the local community and kids of what may be the last chance to be connected to the environment.
Community Development Director (CDD) Bill Wiley stated as a reminder the City is only looking to develop about twenty-two percent of this property; the rest will remain in conservation and protected wetlands.  He stated this does not include property the Lake County Water Authority owns. 
Mayor Knowles asked if everyone will be kept in the loop throughout the process.
CDD Wiley stated yes.
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Polk

Yes



Commissioner Hurley

Yes



Commissioner Christian
Yes
Mayor Knowles

Yes
Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.




ADOPTED ORDINANCE 13-35 AMENDING THE CITY OF LEESBURG LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE CHAPTER 25, ARTICLE IV, ZONING, SECTION 25-279      __________________________________________________________________
Deputy City Clerk Purvis read the ordinance by title only, as follows: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES CHAPTER 25, ARTICLE IV, ZONING, SECTION 25-279 CHANGES IN APPROVED MASTER DEVELOPMENT PLANS BY ADDING AN EXCEPTION FOR PROPERTIES OWNED BY THE CITY OF LEESBURG; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; REPEALING CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Hurley seconded the motion.   

Mayor Knowles requested comments from the Commission and audience.  There were none.
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Hurley

Yes



Commissioner Christian
Yes



Commissioner Polk

Yes
Mayor Knowles

Yes
Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 13-36 AUTHORIZING ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES AND NOTARIZATIONS ON CERTAIN DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED TO THE CITY__________________________________________________________________
Deputy City Clerk Purvis read the ordinance by title only, as follows: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, PROVIDING FOR ACCEPTANCE OF ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES AND ELECTRONIC NOTARIZATION ON CERTAIN DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED TO THE CITY, PROVIDING DEFINITIONS, SPECIFYING THE ACCEPTABLE MANNER OF AFFIXING ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES AND NOTARIZATION TO DOCUMENTS, SPECIFYING THE SECURITY PROVISIONS REQUIRED FOR SUBMITTAL OF ELECTRONIC DOCUMENTS TO ASSURE THE IDENTITY OF THE PERSONS AFFIXING SIGNATURES THERETO, AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO MODIFY OR EXPAND THE LIST OF DOCUMENTS WHICH MAY BE SUBMITTED TO THE CITY WITH ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES AND TO MODIFY THE LIST OF “CERTIFICATE AUTHORITIES” WHICH MAY PROVIDE CERTIFICATES VERIFYING THE IDENTITY OF PERSONS SIGNING ELECTRONIC DOCUMENTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; REPEALING CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Hurley seconded the motion.   

Mayor Knowles requested comments from the Commission and audience.  There were none.
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Christian
Yes



Commissioner Polk

Yes



Commissioner Hurley

Yes
Mayor Knowles

Yes
Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
ADOPTED RESOLUTION 9271 TO INITIATE NEGOTIATIONS OF AN INTERLOCAL SERVICE BOUNDARY AGREEMENT (ISBA) WITH LAKE COUNTY, AND THE CITIES OF TAVARES, AND FRUITLAND PARK FOR THE LEESBURG NORTH (ISBA) PROCESS________________________________
Commissioner Polk introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  DCC Purvis read the resolution by title only, as follows:

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, INITIATING THE PROCESS PURSUANT TO §171.203, FLORIDA STATUTES FOR NEGOTIATING AN INTERLOCAL SERVICE BOUNDARY AGREEMENT; INVITING LAKE COUNTY, AND THE CITIES OF TAVARES AND FRUITLAND PARK TO PARTICIPATE; IDENTIFYING AN UNINCORPORATED AREA OF LAND TO BE DISCUSSED; IDENTIFYING ISSUES TO BE NEGOTIATED; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE CITY CLERK, AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Hurley seconded the motion.   

Mayor Knowles requested comments from the Commission and the audience.
Commissioner Christian asked if this is similar to what the City did with the south end of the County. 

CDD Wiley stated yes and it should be a much shorter process.
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Polk 

Yes



Commissioner Hurley

Yes



Commissioner Christian
Yes
Mayor Knowles

Yes
Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
ADOPTED RESOLUTION 9272 TO EXECUTE A CUSTOMER ORDER FOR COLLOCATION SERVICE WITH LEVEL 3 COMMUNICATIONS, LLC___
Commissioner Polk introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  DCC Purvis read the resolution by title only, as follows:
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE A CUSTOMER ORDER FOR COLLOCATION SERVICE WITH LEVEL 3 COMMUNICATIONS LLC; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion.   

Mayor Knowles requested comments from the Commission and the audience.
Communications Manager (CM) Jim Lemberg stated this particular order is for collocation services which will allow the City to place its equipment in Level 3 buildings. 

Commissioner Christian asked for an example of a Level 3 building.
CM Lemberg stated Level 3 Communications is a worldwide large communications company and a smaller example would be CenturyLink, AT&T, or Verizon.
Commissioner Polk stated the City will be placing its equipment in these buildings so then they will turn around and charge the City for the equipment placement.
CM Lemberg stated the City will interconnect its equipment with Level 3’s equipment taking delivery of internet service from their site and transporting it back to Lake County.   He stated this is the next step of the City’s network evolution.  At present all of the franchise companies of the world, Walgreens, CVS, K-Mart, Wal-Mart will have large national contracts with AT&T, Verizon and other companies such as that for communication services; however, those large companies do not typically own the local infrastructure, wires, cables and equipment.  He stated in the Leesburg area and throughout most of northern Lake County there is one choice, CenturyLink.  For instance, he stated what Walgreens does is enters into a national contract with AT&T or another company and that contractor enters a sub-contract with CenturyLink or the local provider to provide the local part of the circuit with the local stores.  So AT&T has a national contract to deliver services to Walgreens all over the country then they sub contract with a local company and Leesburg is positioning itself to become a competitor with CenturyLink for that business.   This is one of the things collocation will do for the City in allowing it to interconnect or accept the traffic from Level 3 in Orlando and bring it back to Lake County to deliver to the local customers here.  

Commissioner Polk stated under fiscal impact then it is basically $1,500 a month to have City equipment in their building with a charge of $1,000 for installation and then the charge for wavelength service would be $19,000 with an installation charge of $6,000.  He asked if the City will eventually receive a pay back and how will the City get the business; send out a sales team or wait for the businesses to come to it. 
CM Lemberg stated that is correct and it should be fairly soon, but not within the first year.  He stated it is his goal to hopefully see a positive cash flow in the second year.  CM Lemberg stated staff will most likely engage one or two consultants to assist in establishing relationships with the national players, the AT&Ts, and the Verizon’s, etc. 
Commissioner Christian stated competitively CenturyLink’s numbers are a big competition and asked CM Lemberg how he sees Leesburg being more competitive and asked about service.
CM Lemberg stated the only way Leesburg can get into the business is to be more competitive on its price and staff will need to step up their game, but are doing that already.
Mayor Knowles stated he voted to initiate this a few years ago and his vote was contingent on conversations with other communication companies with them not in a hurry to reveal their plans or what their attitudes were.  He stated the comment they made that stuck in his craw so to speak was we can make a buck and a half in Miami, can only make a buck and a quarter in Leesburg so guess where we are going first.  Mayor Knowles stated he is happy the City is moving forward and possibly will be able to give service to people who are interested and stimulate some smaller businesses in Leesburg. 
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Hurley

Yes



Commissioner Christian
Yes





Commissioner Polk

Yes
Mayor Knowles 

Yes
Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution. 
ADOPTED RESOLUTION 9273 TO EXECUTE A CUSTOMER ORDER FOR WAVELENGTH SERVICE AND HIGH SPEED INTERNET SERVICE_________
Commissioner Christian introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  DCC Purvis read the resolution by title only, as follows:

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE A CUSTOMER ORDER FOR WAVELENGTH SERVICE AND HIGH SPEED INTERNET SERVICE WITH LEVEL 3 COMMUNICATIONS LLC; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Hurley seconded the motion.   

Mayor Knowles requested comments from the Commission and the audience.  There were none.
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Christian
Yes



Commissioner Polk 

Yes



Commissioner Hurley

Yes
Mayor Knowles

Yes
Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
ADOPTED RESOLUTION 9274 TO EXECUTE AN ADDENDUM TO THE MASTER SERVICE AGREEMENT________________________________________
Commissioner Christian introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  DCC Purvis read the resolution by title only, as follows:

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AN ADDENDUM TO THE MASTER SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH LEVEL 3 COMMUNICATIONS LLC, PROVIDING COMMERICAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH ORDERS FOR COLLOCATION SERVICE MAY BE PLACED; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.   

Mayor Knowles requested comments from the Commission and the audience.  There were none.
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Polk 

Yes



Commissioner Hurley

Yes



Commissioner Christian
Yes
Mayor Knowles

Yes
Four yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
INFORMATIONAL REPORTS: None
CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS: Nothing
CITY MANAGER ITEMS:
ICM Sharp reminded everyone of the first Budget hearing this Thursday, September 12, at 5:05 p.m.  The odd time is to avoid conflict with the budget hearings with the School Board. 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None 
ROLL CALL:

Commissioner Christian stated he noticed the old Amoco station on Main Street is in disrepair with what looks like tape around it and asked what happened.  He stated it is an eye sore and asked if the owner needs help demolishing or what can the City do.  Commissioner Polk stated he believes the tape was put up either by an individual or the police department.  Police Chief Chrisman stated the roof collapsed and contact has been made with the owner.  He stated at this point officers had Community Development staff go out to condemn the building and it was roped off to keep the general public away.  Commission Polk asked if a building is condemned does the City have any kind of recourse.  CA Morrison stated typically the owner is given notice with a period of time to either repair or demolish and if they do not, then the City has rights under the building code.  He also stated he would be a little hesitant on this one because he is not familiar with the contamination status.  Commissioner Polk asked if it could be torn down to base or ground level so no one gets hurt and the dirt is not disturbed.  CA Morrison stated it is possible but would need a demolition contractor to look at it and say what can be done.  Commissioner Polk asked who starts the proceedings.  CA Morrison Fred stated he thinks it has been started if the Building Department issued a condemnation order.  ICM Sharp stated he will look into it and provided the commission with a report.
Commissioner Christian stated he is glad to see economic development in the newspaper with of course two of his favorites 7-Eleven and the Waffle House coming to Leesburg.  He asked about the City owned property beside the Waffle House and if anything is being done to market the property.  ICM Sharp stated he has been approached by at least one person who would be interested in marketing it and there is some potential involving other properties at the airport who would like to acquire.  He stated he will be able to provide more information in the next couple of weeks.  Commissioner Christian asked if there was a buffer against the property.  CA Morrison stated that parcel of property apparently is subject to an easement.  The property where the Waffle House is being built, he does not know why they are not utilizing it but they do have an easement given from the previous owner.  Just briefly they objected when Airport Boulevard was re-routed because there was a corner parcel and then they were not; and felt the corner had more value.  They persuaded then City Manager, Tony Otte, to grant this easement so they would have to release it for the City to do anything with it.  Commissioner Christian asked if the Commission would ask them to release it or some type of agreement.  CA Morrison stated he does not think they are willing.
Commissioner Christian commended ICM Sharp and staff for their work with all the new businesses coming to Leesburg and stated it is good to see activity.  Commissioner Christian stated as the chairmen of the CDC he wanted the Commission to know the CDC has purchased three and a half acres on Pine Street so hopefully they can piggy back off the development going in across from the Hospital and see some development on Pine Street. 
Commissioner Hurley offered condolences to Commissioner Dennison and her family.  He then thanked his fellow Commissioners who took  the time and patience to go through all three settings to find a City Manager.  Commissioner Hurley stated after his interview on Venetian Gardens he has been called a hero and told to move to another city but there has been community talk which is looking exciting and promising and he hopes to start getting ideas from community involvement.  Commissioner Hurley stated he has been contacted by a pool and spa business who has offered if the City would like to put in a splash water park like Tavares, They are interested in supplying the materials, handling the installation and would maintain it for one year to help get it going.  He stated this is the kind of community involvement the Commission has been talking about. He stated he does not remember the specifics, but also has a company called Race for Kids Foundation US Title Series who apparently handles small boat races like those at one time in Venetian Gardens and if the City lifts the no wake zone they would like to return.  He stated this again is talking about economic development, economic stimulus and bringing in revenue to the City.  Commissioner Hurley stated for the Commission and anyone else in the public wondering if you read the article in the Daily Commercial, one of the statements made specifically as to the Boat Club was when they are sitting on the back deck having a glass of wine and smoking a cigar, they do not want to be bothered. He stated some people took the statement as him doing a characterization of the members when in fact the statement was specifically made to him by the Boat Club, that when they are having a glass of wine, it is a nuisance to hear boats.  He wanted to put that on the record, that he was not characterizing anyone and by all means he does recognize this is just the feeling of a few and never the feeling of all.  
Commissioner Polk stated he has come up with some wording for the chicken ordinance which the Commissioners can read and add to or subtract from it.  He stated he spoke with several citizens in Leesburg who have chickens and says it should only be “hobby chicken operators” not someone trying to make a living off chickens. He stated this also complies with the Department of Agriculture space requirements so the size of someone’s property would provide how many chickens they could have; for example a property of five acres would allow more chickens than a 50 x 100 foot lot.   He stated the number of chickens should not exceed what is currently on the book which is forty-nine chickens.  Commissioner Polk stated if checking on line, this is just about every city in the country is now doing something about chickens so this is not unique for Leesburg.  He also stated the chickens should be maintained with a fence and when he asked about the fence ordinance it cannot be put in front of the house so he would suggest the chickens should not be allowed to be in front of homes either.  He stated he does not think the City should require permits or plans and no roosters should be allowed because of the problem with crowing.   Commissioner Polk stated the City is doing the right thing with the 470 property and the residents from Debbie Road tonight were a little over zealous as there will be a three hundred foot buffer and the City has to maintain the back side of the property as it is a protected area.  He stated he has concerns when people say they are concerned about something going in next to them when they have known the City is planning to do something with this property for years.  Commissioner Polk stated as far as the comments in the newspaper and on Channel 9 about the boat basin as a group, the Commission agreed it would have a workshop on the Venetian Gardens area to get the community together and decide what the citizens of Leesburg wanted.  He stated he knows Commissioner Hurley gets frustrated by wanting to do something and it does not happen right away because he has already been there and done that; government moves slower than most people.   He stated the workshop will get the citizens involved and will provide several good ideas and information.   He stated the City has in the past held boat races when it created a special event program on the weekends so this can be done without the no-wake zone.  The boat races were a good thing, but the larger boats did not want to race in the area after the docks went in because of the turn radius as they had several accidents.  Commissioner Polk stated there are several things all the Commissioners want to do in Venetian Gardens and asked Commissioner Hurley to try and not to beat up on them too bad as they are all working for Leesburg and want the same things.  Commissioner Polk stated he also received telephone calls since the article and none of them were too positive towards the Commission.
Mayor Knowles commended Commissioner Hurley and stated if someone is willing to build a splash park in Leesburg, there is presentation time on the agenda and encouraged them to come make a full presentation.  He stated he can say as strange as it may seem, members of the Boat Club have actually looked into boat racing and stated Commissioner Polk is exactly right, the City can issue a one day special permit to have boat races.   Mayor Knowles stated he wrote something for tonight and it may not be appropriate now but read I love the “60s” and “70s:”  Looking back I do not remember jet skis, I do not remember three hundred horse power motors, I do not remember seeing twenty-five and thirty foot runabouts.  I do remember personally building Kids Korner.  I remember putting a roof on the bathroom next to the Boy Scout house and remember riding in the watermelon parade. I support Pat Thomas field, I support the Leesburg Boat Club, I support volleyball at Venetian Gardens, and I would support a little Joe’s type restaurant next to the Leesburg Boat Club.  My father’s picture is at the marina, so I support the Marina and I sold hamburgers for the Jaycees at the boat races thirty years ago.  I voted for funding for bass pro fishing tournaments, but I still will not vote for a boat basin to be turned into a dangerous race track on a daily basis.  What we call ski beach has moved over the past years; in the 1960s it was where the pavilion is on the west side of the basin and now it is on the eastern corner of Venetian Gardens where there is no speed limits for boats.  You can park your car there, have a picnic, the gates are open and I asked our previous City Manager to open the area up so we can go have fun there and people that do not know that that area is open and available are simply uninformed.  I would favor the idea of building small huts for shade for boaters and their families and have talked with people in Palmora Park and they approve of that. So there are advocates who want to help in Palmora Park, the Boat Club, and the Marina.  Grandstanding and sniping is no way to build a consensus or a master plan; so I want us to get together on this.  As I remember ski beach, there was not an alcohol ban and so what will be our position on beer and boats at ski beach; we have not thought all this through.  
Mayor Knowles stated he would enjoy going back forty years, but unfortunately the cartoon days of Rocky J Squirrel, Bullwinkle the Moose, Mr. Peabody, and the Wan Back Machine are just that cartoons, they do not exist and unfortunately he cannot relive forty years ago, but other than that he is a happy camper living here in Leesburg, Florida.
ADJOURN:

Commissioner Polk moved to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 6:16 p.m.









____________________________________









Mayor 

ATTEST:

________________________________________

Betty M. Richardson

City Clerk 

J. Andi Purvis _____________________________

Recorder


