MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING HELD JULY 25, 2011



MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING

MONDAY, JULY 25, 2011
The City of Leesburg Commission held a regular meeting Monday, July 25, 2011, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall. Mayor Polk called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. with the following members present:

Commissioner John Christian

Commissioner Sanna Henderson

Commissioner David Knowles
Commissioner Lewis Puckett
Mayor Bill Polk
Also present were City Manager (CM) Jay Evans, City Clerk (CC) Betty Richardson, City Attorney (CA) Fred Morrison, Deputy City Clerk (DCC) Teresa Bagwell, the news media, and others.

Commissioner Christian gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.
PROCLAMATIONS:  None
PRESENTATIONS:  

Environmental Services Director (ESD) Ray Sharp recognized Darel Craine for twenty years of service in the Water Division of Environmental Services.  
Electric Director (ED) Paul Kalv recognized Richard Olson for ten years of service in the Electric Department.
CONSENT AGENDA:

Pulled items:  
4.C.1 -matching grant from Florida Department of Health to purchase a LifePak 15 Monitor / Defibrillator of $23,053.00 and a City of Leesburg match on $7,684.33, not to exceed $30,737.33;
5.C.5 – Interlocal Agreement between Lake County and City of Leesburg relating to provision of Library Services  

Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the Consent Agenda except for 4.C.1 & 4.C.5; and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion.

The roll call vote was:

                                    Commissioner
Henderson

Yea





                                    Commissioner
Puckett


Yea
                                    Commissioner Christian

Yea
                                    Commissioner
Knowles

Yea
                                    Mayor Polk



Yea
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Consent Agenda, as follows:

CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES:

Meeting held July 11, 2011

PURCHASING ITEMS:

Purchase request 43798 to M & R Services for electric meter testing for a total amount of $21,400.00.

RESOLUTIONS:
Resolution 8874
Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a Master Service Agreement with G&T Conveyor Company, Inc. for the provision of communications services; and providing an effective date.

Resolution 8875
Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute a Master Service Agreement with Wimax Broadband I, LLC for the provision of communications services; and providing an effective date.

Resolution 8876
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an alternative A&G Methodology Agreement with Florida Power Corporation d/b/a Progress Energy Florida, Inc. (PEF); and providing an effective date
Resolution 8877
Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, appointing Carolyn Russell to the Library Advisory Board to fill a position with term of office to end September 30, 2015; and providing an effective date.  
8878
A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute Task Order No. 5 with Hanson Professional Services, Inc. for Security Fence Design and Bidding at Leesburg International Airport; and providing an effective date.

8879
Resolution of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the implementation of the long term and short term objectives of the City of Leesburg Community Development Plan; and providing an effective date.

OTHER ITEMS:  None

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8880 AUTHORIZING ACCEPTANCE OF A MATCHING GRANT FROM THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH TO PURCHASE A LIFEPAK 15 MONITOR / DEFIBRILLATOR OF $23,053.00 AND A CITY OF LEESBURG MATCH ON $7,684.33, NOT TO EXCEED $30,737.33




Commissioner Henderson introduced the resolution to be read by title only. CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing acceptance of a matching grant from the Florida Department of Health to purchase a LifePak 15 Monitor / Defibrillator of $23,053.00 and a City of Leesburg match on $7,684.33, not to exceed $30,737.33; and providing an effective date.    

Commissioner Henderson moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion. 

Mayor Polk said the City should make sure LifePak provides proper training.  

Commissioner Christian asked how much training will cost.  Fire Chief (FC) Kevin Bowman replied the training is part of the purchase contract.  

The roll call vote was:

                                    Commissioner Puckett

Yea

                                    Commissioner Christian

Yea

                                    Commissioner Knowles

Yea

                                    Commissioner Henderson

Yea

                                    Mayor Polk



Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8881 AUTHORIZING APPROVAL OF THE INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN LAKE COUNTY AND CITY OF LEESBURG RELATING TO PROVISION OF LIBRARY SERVICES






  

Commissioner Henderson introduced the resolution to be read by title only. CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing approval of the Interlocal Agreement with Lake County relating to provision of library services from October 1, 2011 thru September 30, 2013; and providing an effective date.   
Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion. 

Library Director (LD) Lucy Gangone stated if the City boosts the circulation the revenue will increase.  (Attached)
The roll call vote was:

                                    Commissioner Christian

Yea
                                    Commissioner Knowles

Yea
                                    Commissioner Henderson

Yea
                                    Commissioner Puckett

Yea
                                    Mayor Polk



Yea
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND NON-ROUTINE ITEMS:

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 11-57 A STORMWATER QUALITY MANAGEMENT AND DISCHARGE CONTROL ORDINANCE








CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, creating §28- - 16 of the Code of Ordinances, regulating Stormwater Quality Management and Discharge Control, providing definitions, providing for administration and enforcement, providing for severability, prohibiting illegal discharges into the Stormwater Management System, providing for access to and inspection of regulated facilities, authorizing promulgation of rules and procedures governing stormwater pollutants, providing for watercourse protection, specifying penalties, providing an appeals process, providing for recovery of enforcement costs, repealing conflicting ordinances, and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Knowles

Yea



Commissioner Henderson

Yea



Commissioner Puckett

Yea



Commissioner Christian

Yea



Mayor Polk 



Yea
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 11-58 AMENDING SECTION 22-211 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES PERTAINING TO WATER RATES






CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, amending §22 – 211 of the code of ordinances pertaining to water rates, providing new rate tables for customers connected to the Royal Highlands Water Treatment Plant; amending subsections (a)(3) and (a)(4) of §22 – 211 to exclude from the Rate Tables in those subsections any customers connected to the Royal Highlands Water Treatment Plant; creating subsections (a)(5) and (a)(6) of §22 – 211 to specify the rates for customers connected to the Royal Highlands Water Treatment Plant; limiting connections to the Royal Highlands Water Treatment Plant to conform to the withdrawal limitations for that facility in the City’s Consumptive Use Permit; setting for legislative findings; repealing conflicting ordinances; and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion.

Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  

CC Richardson stated she received 42 letters by mail and 85 more tonight from residents of Royal Highlands Subdivision and White Marsh Subdivision.

Mike Terranova, Royal Highlands stated he uses a lot of water because of his large lot.  He said he has made $1,000 in water conserving landscaping changes.  He said he cannot afford any more changes to his landscaping.  He said he will attempt to not use any Leesburg businesses in protest of the water rate increases.  He will move his shopping to Clermont and will encourage all Royal Highlands and Plantation residents to do the same.  He suggested the City as an alternative, offer a second meter for irrigation with no sewer costs for a reasonable cost.  
Commissioner Knowles asked Mr. Terranova how many gallons he uses.  Mr. Terranova stated 19,000 gallons.  ESD Sharp stated sewer is capped at 15,000 gallons for residential usage.  
Commissioner Knowles explain SJWM will be fining the City, if water use is not reduced.  The result will be the requirement of the City cutting off water.  SJWM controls how much water Leesburg can pump out of the ground.  If the City does not comply with the regulations, the City will be fined.  
Al Freeman, Royal Highlands said he is aware of water conservation and agrees with water conservation.  He is upset the Royal Highlands residents were not notified.  He said the water plant was built by Pringle in 1996 and sold to the City of Leesburg.  He said SJWMD mandated that the violation of the Minimum Flows and Levels (MFL’s) for Lake Apshawa North and Lake Apshawa South is the whole City of Leesburg and the whole City should be restricted.  He does not understand why the City is only requiring Royal Highlands to pay higher water rates and to reduce their consumption by 30% over the next ten years.  
Commissioner Christian said staff should clear up the fact that the City is being required to conserve at the Royal Highland well site because of Lake Apshawa. 
Mr. Freeman said he works for the City of Clermont and is familiar with SJWMD mandates.  He said Groveland, Minneola, and Howey in the Hills are all responsible.  Everyone should share the responsibility.  
Mayor Polk asked ESD Sharp to explain the notification process used to notify the residents in the Royal Highlands Subdivision. 
ESD Sharp Ray explained the City learned of the circumstances associated with the Royal Highlands well field in October 2010 during a visit by SJWMD. The City was in the final stages of the Consumptive Use Permit (CUP) and they directed the City specifically that the well field withdrawals in Royal Highlands that existed at that time could not be permitted because it would violate the NFL’s for Lake Apshawa North and Lake Apshawa South.  He said as Mr. Freeman indicated the City spent a lot of money on hydro geological studies for the sole purpose of a solution.  The final conclusion is that the well use at Royal Highlands must be reduced. In mid-October 2010, he met with the Home Owners Association of Royal Highlands and the Board of Directors of Royal Highlands and asked for their input to the problem.  In December 2010, the City started informing the Royal Highland residents through articles in the Royal Highlands newsletter.  In each newsletter since December, an article on water conservation has been in the community newsletter.  In early July, he gave a formal presentation to the residents.  He also gave three informal presentations prior to the formal presentation.  He made considerable efforts to inform the community about the excessive water consumption.  He said he found a letter from a Royal Highlands resident dated in 2003 about the excessive water consumption.  Beginning in 2003, the City sponsored meetings for several years encouraging water wise landscaping and water conservation landscaping.  
Commissioner Henderson asked how much money Leesburg has spent to upgrade the Royal Highlands well and plant to increase pressure.  ESD Sharp replied the City drilled a new well costing $350,000 and a new pump station costing $1.2 million.  

CM Evans stated Pringle never owned the Royal Highlands water utility.  The property was transferred in 1995.  ESD Sharp said the City constructed the wells and constructed the plant at a cost of $344,000.  

CM Evans explained the bulls’ eye is not around the Royal Highlands water well it is around Lake Apshawa North and Lake Apshawa South.  The concentric ring around the lake SJWMD determined the Royal Highlands well field is within the area of concern.

Mr. Freeman said the city should loop all City wells together. CM Evans said when you bought your home; it was an isolated utility system.  
Bob Fitzpatrick, Royal Highlands HOA President said he was present at the October 2010 meeting.  He said he disagrees with Mr. Sharp and thinks the whole City should be responsible for the conservation problem.  He stated Royal Highlands should not be singled out.  He complained the City did not give personal notification since October of 2010.  He was surprised of the impending rate structure increases. 

Commissioner Henderson asked how much a bill will increase based on 19,000 gallons of water. ESD Sharp stated the new rate is $3.88.  The difference is $1.94 per thousand gallons for the top two tiers.  The increase will be approximately $5.82 per month.   
Commissioner Henderson stated the City will be raising the whole city based on a rate study next year

Donald Oblazney, Royal Highlands said he attended all three meetings.  He believes the information is junk science.  He said Minneola and Clermont are the problems not Royal Highlands.  He said the residents of Royal Highlands are powerless because they cannot vote Leesburg commissioners out of office.  The City is taking advantage of us.  It is the City’s responsibility to fight with SJWMD.  
Commissioner Henderson said she is sorry the residents feel the need to blackmail Leesburg.  Maybe the City should sell the well back to the Royal Highlands residents.  She said the Commission is trying to do what is best for the whole city.  
Commissioner Knowles said SJWMD has determined the well field at Royal Highlands impacts Lake Apshawa and the use must be reduced.  The City has notified the residents.  If the residents choose not to read their own news letters, that is your own fault.   Two thirds of the residents will not see a difference in their bill.  If increasing the rates on excessive water users is what it takes to conserve water, the City will do so.      
Commissioner Christian apologized that the City must increase the rate in these economic times.  The City must abide by the rules SJWM set forth.  The CUP requires a reduction in water.  He said everyone who uses more than 16,000 gallons will be paying more in the future.  
Mayor Polk said he feels sorry for those who choose not to shop in Leesburg.  Leesburg is a wonderful place with a great library.  He said the City is not picking on you. He said SJWMD does not always make sense, but they are appointed by the Governor of Florida and have authority over the water in Florida.  The City must abide by their laws.  Water will soon be the most precious commodity in Florida and rates will soon go over electric rates due to major water shortages. Leesburg still has good rates. The water at the coast tastes terrible and costs a lot more than what Leesburg charges.  He asked the City Attorney if there are any legal issues. 
CA Morrison said so far, there are no legal issues.  The legislative power falls with SJWMD.  The City must abide by the laws of the State.  
CM Evans stated Leesburg does care about Royal Highlands.  He said every person on staff and commission did not want to increase rates. The City Commission and staff cannot make the rules of the management district change.  The only effective measure is a conservation water rate structure that is extreme. My every hope is that this is effective and that in the future with compliance, the City can reduce the rates.  The City always wants to sell more water, but cannot because of the requirement to conserve this resource.  It is counter intuitive for the City to want residents to conserve water, since water is sold by the gallon.  
The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Henderson

Yea



Commissioner Puckett

Yea



Commissioner Christian

Yea



Commissioner Knowles

Yea



Mayor Polk 



Yea
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Ordinance.

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8882 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN ANNEXATION AGREEMENT FOR APPROXIMATELY 10 ACRES WITH NORHEN PROPERTIES, INC. (JOSE GARCIA) PROPERTY








Commissioner Knowles introduced the resolution to be read by title only. CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing execution of an annexation agreement for approximately 10 acres between the City of Leesburg and Norhen Properties, Inc. (Jose Garcia); and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion. 

The roll call vote was:

                                    Commissioner Puckett

Yea
                                    Commissioner Christian

Yea
                                    Commissioner Knowles

Yea
                                    Commissioner Henderson

Yea
                                    Mayor Polk



Yea
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 11-59 ANNEXING APPROXIMATELY 10 ACRES WEST OF U.S. 27, NORTH OF RAVENSWOOD COURT SUBDIVISION, AND EAST OF CHASE LANDING (NORHEN PROPERTIES, INC.)







CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, annexing certain real property consisting of approximately 10 acres and being generally located west of U.S. 27, north of Ravenswood Court Subdivision and east of Chase Landing, lying in Section 03, Township 20 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, which is contiguous to the City Limits of the City of Leesburg, Florida, providing that said property so annexed shall be liable for its proportionate share of the existing and future indebtedness of said City; providing that such annexed property shall be subject to all laws and ordinances of said City as if all such territory had been a part of the City of Leesburg at the time of passage and approval of said laws and ordinances; providing that such annexed territory shall be placed in City Commission District 3; and providing an effective date (Norhen Properties, Inc.). 
Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.

Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Christian

Yea



Commissioner Knowles

Yea



Commissioner Henderson

Yea



Commissioner Puckett

Yea



Mayor Polk 



Yea
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 11-60 AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATION OF PROPERTY CONTAINING APPROXIMATELY 10 ACRES, WEST OF U.S. 27, NORTH OF RAVENSWOOD COURT SUBDIVISION, AND EAST OF CHASE LANDING, FROM COUNTY URBAN TO CITY GENERAL COMMERCIAL (NORHEN PROPERTIES, INC)









CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance amending the Comprehensive Plan for the City of Leesburg, changing the future land use map designation of certain property containing approximately 10 acres, being generally located west of U.S. 27, north of Ravenswood Court Subdivision and east of Chase Landing, lying in Section 03, Township 20 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, from County Urban to City General Commercial; and providing an effective date. (Norhen Properties, Inc.)
Commissioner Henderson moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion.

Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Knowles

Yea 




Commissioner Henderson

Yea



Commissioner Puckett

Yea



Commissioner Christian

Yea



Mayor Polk 



Yea
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 11-61 REZONING APPROXIMATELY 10 ACRES WEST OF U.S. 27, NORTH OF RAVENSWOOD COURT SUBDIVISION, AND EAST OF CHASE LANDING, FROM COUNTY R-6 TO PUD   (NORHEN PROPERTIES, INC.)

 
CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, rezoning approximately 10 acres generally located west of U.S. 27, north of Ravenswood Court Subdivision and east of Chase Landing, lying in Section 03, Township 20 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, from County R-6 (Urban Residential) to City PUD (Planned Unit Development); and providing an effective date. (Norhen Properties, Inc.)
Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion.

Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Henderson

Yea 




Commissioner Puckett

Yea



Commissioner Christian

Yea



Commissioner Knowles

Yea



Mayor Polk 



Yea
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 11-62 REZONING APPROXIMATELY 17 ACRES EAST OF U.S. 27, WEST OF LAKE HARRIS, AND SOUTH OF MAGNOLIA AVENUE, FROM CITY R-3 WITH A PDO DESIGN OVERLAY DISTRICT TO CITY PUD -  HIDDEN HARBORS MOBILE HOME PARK - (GW REAL ESTATE HOLDING, LLC)


 
CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, rezoning approximately 17 acres generally located east of U.S. 27, west of Lake Harris and south of Magnolia Avenue, lying in Section 11, Township 20 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, from City R-3 (High Density Residential) with a PDO Design Overlay District to City PUD (Planned Unit Development); and providing an effective date. (Hidden Harbors Mobile Home Park) (GW Real Estate Holding, LLC)
Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Henderson seconded the motion.  
Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.
The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Christian

Yea



Commissioner Knowles

Yea



Commissioner Henderson

Yea



Commissioner Puckett

Yea



Mayor Polk 



Yea
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Ordinance.

ADOPTED ORDINANCE 11-63 REZONING APPROXIMATELY .60 OF AN ACRE GENERALLY LOCATED ON THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF W. DIXIE AVENUE AND MCKENZIE, FROM CITY R-2 (MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENTIAL) TO CITY RP (RESIDENTIAL PROFESSIONAL) AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (KENNETH SAMPONG)









 
CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, rezoning approximately .60 of an acre generally located on the southeast corner of W. Dixie Avenue and McKenzie Street, lying in Section 26, Township 19 south, Range 24 east, Lake County, Florida, from City R-2 (Medium Density Residential) to City RP (Residential Professional); and providing an effective date. (Kenneth Sampong)
Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Henderson seconded the motion.

Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Puckett

Yea 




Commissioner Christian

Yea



Commissioner Knowles

Yea



Commissioner Henderson

Yea



Mayor Polk 



Yea
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Ordinance.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM WINSTON C. IVERY AND ELIZABETH IVERY AT 911 NEBRASKA STREET


Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CM Evans read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a utility easement from Winston C. Ivery and Elizabeth Ivery as grantors, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located at 911 Nebraska Street, Leesburg, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date. 
Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM LESIA R. SMITH AT 816 TALLADEGA STREET
______________________________
Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CM Evans read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a utility easement from Lesia R. Smith as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located at 816 Talladega Street, Leesburg, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date. 
Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM ARTHUR WADE AND LIZZIE WADE AT 900 TALLADEGA STREET



Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CM Evans read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a utility easement from Arthur Wade and Lizie wade as grantors, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located at 900 Talladega Street, Leesburg, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date. 
Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM ROZALIND D. JORDAN PERTAINING TO LAND AT 1212 TUSKEGEE STREET

Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CM Evans read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a utility easement from Rozalind D. Jordan as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located at 1212 Tuskegee Street, Leesburg, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date. 
Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM TOMMIE L. JONES AND ANGELIA R. JONES AT 909 NEBRASKA STREET________
Commissioner Henderson introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CM Evans read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a utility easement from Tommie L. Jones and Angelia R. Jones as grantors, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located at 909 Nebraska Street, Leesburg, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date. 
Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM MEN OF DISTINCTION/LEESBURG, INC. AT 1010
NEBRASKA STREET



Commissioner Henderson introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CM Evans read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a utility easement from Men of Distinction/Leesburg, Inc. as grantor, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located at 1010 Nebraska Street, Leesburg, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date. 
Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM CLARENCE TUCKER AND DORIS TUCKER AT 1023 NEBRASKA STREET


Commissioner Christian introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CM Evans read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a utility easement from Clarence Tucker and Doris Tucker as grantors, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located at 1023 Nebraska Street, Leesburg, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date. 
Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM SAMMIE LEE SMITH AND SHALONDA L. SMITH AT 1220 TUSKEGEE STREET

Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CM Evans read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a utility easement from Sammie Lee Smith and Shalonda L. Smith as grantors, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located at 1220 Tuskegee Street, Leesburg, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date. 
Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM WILLIAM W. MAYS, SR. AND ANGELA F. MAYS AT 1125 TUSKEGEE STREET

Commissioner Henderson introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CM Evans read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, accepting a utility easement from William W. Mays, Sr. and Angela F. Mays as grantors, to the City of Leesburg, as grantee, pertaining to land located at 1125 Tuskegee Street, Leesburg, Lake County, Florida; and providing an effective date. 
Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE IMPLEMENTING A FLORIDA FRIENDLY LANDSCAPE PROGRAM










Commissioner Puckett introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the City of Leesburg, Florida, repealing §§25 – 322 through 25 – 338 of the Code of Ordinances, pertaining to landscape regulation; enacting new §§25 – 323 through 25 – 338 of the Code of Ordinances pertaining to landscape regulation; providing definitions; providing a mechanism to deal with nonconforming landscaping; setting out landscaping standards; requiring landscaping to be designed and implemented to conserve water; providing lists of recommended and prohibited plant materials; regulating irrigation of lawns and landscaping; providing for buffers; prescribing standards for walls and fences; providing for landscaping in parking lots; specifying standards for landscaping in and around wetlands and water bodies; providing for tree protection; repealing conflicting ordinances; providing a savings clause; and providing an effective date.
Mayor Polk requested comments from the public. 
Mayor Polk requested a list of comparisons of the existing and proposed landscape regulations for the next City Commission meeting. Deputy Environmental Services Director (DESD) Darel Craine replied he will provide the comparison. 


Commissioner Henderson said she is glad to see a new landscape ordinance.  She asked who issues the tree removal permits.  DESD Craine replied the Community Development Department issues tree removal permits.  

Commissioner Henderson said her main criticism is the ordinance does not have enough fines or penalties for violations.  CA Morrison stated if new landscaping is not put in correctly, the certificate of occupancy is held up.  If the violation is after construction, Code Enforcement issues violation notices and fines.   
Commissioner Henderson asked if a list of the types of plants will be provided to citizens.  DESD Craine said lists will be provided on both the Community Development and the Environmental Services web sites.  

Commissioner Christian requested re-educating the tree companies on new ordinance is important.  
INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FISCAL YEAR 2010-11 BUDGET FOR THE GENERAL, CAPITAL PROJECTS, ELECTRIC, WATER, WASTEWATER, COMMUNICATIONS, HEALTH INSURANCE AND RECREATION IMPACT FEES FUNDS FOR THE THIRD QUARTER








Commissioner Christian introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

An ordinance of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida, amending the Fiscal Year 2010-11 Budget for the General, Capital Projects, Electric, Water, Wastewater, Communications, Health Insurance and Recreation Impact Fees Funds for the third quarter; and providing an effective date.
Mayor Polk requested comments from the public.  There were no comments.

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8883 AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE AND SUBMIT THE CERTIFICATE OF TAXABLE VALUE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2011-12 TO THE LAKE COUNTY PROPERTY APPRAISER




Commissioner Christian introduced the resolution to be read by title only. CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City of Leesburg, Florida, authorizing the City Manager to execute and submit the Certificate of Taxable Value for Fiscal Year 2011-12 to the Lake County Property Appraiser; and providing an effective date.
Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion. 

Commissioner Henderson said she would like to see the City pass the roll back rate of 4.66 during the budget discussions.  The City can always adopt a higher rate and then reduce before final submittal.  She said citizens assessments are less than last year and they will pay less.  The money would help in budget discussions.
Commissioner Puckett said how we can roll back the rate when we are broke.
CA Morrison said a true definition of the roll back rate is to bring in the same amount of revenue that you brought in the year before.  He said what historically happens is when the assessments were going up you had to reduce the millage rate, but since the assessments have gone down   the roll back rate is a millage increase.  The roll back rate will bring in the exact same dollars.  
Commissioner Henderson said the roll back rate would add $36 to a $100,000 home.  The revenue would increase by $365,000.  
Mayor Polk said he is making a lot less this year and cannot afford an increase in property taxes.  
Commissioner Henderson suggested a partial roll back.  
Commissioner Knowles asked if a super majority would be required on the vote on a roll back rate.  CA Morrison said a super majority is not required for approval of the roll back rate.  A super majority is required only if you exceed the roll back rate.  Taxes will be the same as last year.  
Commissioner Christian said he does not have a problem paying an extra $36 if the result would save employee jobs.  
Commissioner Henderson moved to insert the roll back rate as the maximum as the proposed millage rate and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion.  

The roll call vote was:



Commissioner Christian

Yea




Commissioner Knowles

Nay




Commissioner Henderson

Yea




Commissioner Puckett

Nay




Mayor Polk 



Nay

Two yeas, three nays, the amendment to the resolution failed.

The roll call vote was:

                                    Commissioner Knowles

Yea
                                    Commissioner Henderson

Yea
                                    Commissioner Puckett 

Nay
                                    Commissioner Christian

Yea
                                    Mayor Polk 



Yea
Four yeas, one nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
INFORMATIONAL REPORTS:

Miscellaneous Accounts Receivable Balances with the City Attorney as of June 30, 2011

Expected Write-offs as of June 30, 2011

Monthly Financial Report for June 30, 2011

CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS: None

CITY MANAGER ITEMS: 

CM Evans advised he attended the FMPA/FMEA annual Conference in Palm Beach with Mayor Polk and Electric Director (ED) Paul Kalv.  He said ED Kalv is the FMEA President and was the presiding officer of the ceremonies.  He said he is proud of ED Kalv.  He learned a lot from the seminars at the conference.  The event was well worth the time.  
PUBLIC COMMENTS: none
ROLL CALL:

Commissioner Puckett - none
Commissioner Christian - said he asked the City Manager to re-establish the Housing Department and the Carver Heights CRA Position. He said the City Manager is looking for funding to re-instate the position.  He said he is concerned about USDA incubator grant agreement.  He said the housing staff should remain in the incubator building for providing assistance to the businesses in the incubator.  He has concerns the Housing Department is being destroyed and the City is digressing. 
Commissioner Knowles – said it bothers him the Royal Highlands residents are boycotting Leesburg.  He gets upset when others threaten businesses in Leesburg.  He has confidence ESD Sharp did all he needed to do to notify the residents.  He said he is sorry about the Housing Department and maybe something can be done.  
Commissioner Henderson – said she received a letter about the possible closing of the Fruitland Park Post Office.  She asked that the City prepare a resolution opposing the closing of the post office.  Many Leesburg residents use the Fruitland Park Post Office because of the convenience.  CM Evans said he will draft the resolution. She said she attended Stepping Out for Education with Supervisor of Election Emogene Stegall and she asked where the City was on re-districting.  

Mayor Polk asked how much time the City has on the re-districting. CA Morrison explained the City has until the first of the year.  It is important to continue to make the date.  
Mayor Polk said ED Kalv is respected in Florida.  It was a pleasure to be at the conference with ED Kalv.  He said he went to some very informational educational programs.  One was a Smart Grid meeting put on by the City of Tallahassee.  Tallahassee offered to help Leesburg in the Smart Grid process.  They said the biggest problem they found was in customer service. They cut field workers, but increased customer service.  Tallahassee has 225,000 electric, water and gas customers on the Smart Grid program.  Chris Reece with the City of Tallahassee offered help and educational programs to the City of Leesburg.  He said Cane Island Power Plant is having another open house on August 24, 2011 if anyone is interested to let him know.
Commissioner Henderson moved to adjourn and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion.   The meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
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Mayor
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City Clerk
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