CITY OF LEESBURG PLANNING & ZONING DIVISION

DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW SUMMARY

DATE:

July 24, 2008
OWNER:

Thomas R. Johnson, Sr.

PROJECT:

Victoria Gardens at Leesburg
REQUEST:
Rezoning

CASE NO.:

049-1-071008
THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM EACH DEPARTMENT:
POLICE
“No issues at this time.” – Sr. Ofc. Mike Howard – 07/03/08

FIRE
“No issues.” – Lt. Steve Painter – 06/23/08

ELECTRIC
“…no objections at this time.” – Steven Davis – 06/23/08

WATER DISTRIBUTION
“Approved…charges may be applied.” – Roy Rink – 06/23/08

WATER BACKFLOW

“Approved” – Helga Bundy – 06/23/08

STORMWATER

No comments received as of 07/09/08.

WASTEWATER

“The City of Leesburg has sewer treatment capacity available to serve the referenced property under our usual terms and conditions.  The developer will bear the financial responsibility for the necessary line extensions and facility improvements.” – David Ough – 06/24/08

GAS
“…will be required to use City of Leesburg Natural Gas in 80% of its homes.” – Kim Ough – 06/23/08
PUBLIC WORKS
No comments received as of 07/09/08.

BUILDING
“Building must comply with building code for proposed use. Check with Building Department before issuing occupational license.” -  Jay Connell – 07/07/08

ENGINEERING/PUBLIC WORKS
No comments received as of 07/09/08.

SURVEY
No comments received as of 07/09/08.

ADDRESSING
“Legal is ok.” – Sherry Parker – 07/10/08 (Per conversation with Dan Miller)

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
No comments received as of 07/09/08 and 07/23/08.

LAKE COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD
See the letter enclosed from Dawn McDonald, Senior Planner.
PUBLIC RESPONSES

Approval

Ida and Gwendolyn Kemp – 2122 Montclair Road – Leesburg, Florida 34748 – (352) 787-1967

Eugene Van Houten – owner of lot 50 – (352) 483-6258

Disapproval 

Goldie Marshall – 2007 Montclair Road – Leesburg, Florida 34748 – (352) 323-5728

Julien Verhoest – 2051 Montclair Road – Leesburg, Florida 34748 _ (352) 787-1742

Glen Boram – 2055 Montclair Road – Leesburg, Florida 34748 – (352) 728-4938

Brenda Walker – 2052 Montclair Road - Leesburg, Florida 34748 – (352) 787-5889

William M. James – 2084 Monclair Road – Leesburg, Florida 34748 – (352) 787-5853

“Oak Ridge is a serene over 55 community of manufactured homes well-maintained shaded by adult trees.  Our west side homes will be abutting an asphalt parking lot – totaling eliminating all adult shade trees.  Concerns include noise, crime and pollution invading the homes of elderly residents (70 to 86 years) occupying the west side of the Oak Ridge Declaration of Condominium – property owned by the Oak Ridge Association – sold to Tom Johnson with Mr. Johnson’s promise to retain and comply with the original proposal as presented in the Declaration of Condominium.  Safety concerns include the proposed entrance as the narrow entrance will jeopardize motorist on Montclair Road.  It appears similar in size to the Oak Ridge entrance which is a hazard to our residents with the increased traffic from Oak Manor.  The Oak Manor is a model for safe entrance and exit.  Environmental concerns – this proposed development is to be built on a known automotive junk yard originated by Hank Hansen many years ago – over 40 cars were stored and stripped.  Wildlife – an active eagle’s nest atop a cell tower.” – 07/07/08

Donald Cross – 2058 Montclair Road – Leesburg, Florida 34748 – (352) 787-8561

“I am deeply concerned about the encroachment of an apartment complex on our senior citizen community.  This aging group does not need the dense population, noise and pollution that will follow.  Like others, I came here to live out my life.  I do not want to spend it in flight.  Removal of trees replaced by tarmac and a concrete wall are not part of our quiet single family home settling.  The apartments across the street find that people have come with need for more police involvement, vandalism of Oak Ridge, noise and even gun shots.  This rezoning doe not compliment the existing homes.” – 07/07/08

Nancy & John Miceli – 2024 Montclair Road, Unit 24 - Leesburg, Florida 34748 – (863) 206-3597

“We, John and Nancy Micelli, residing at 2024 Montclair Road, Leesburg, Florida 34748, vehemently disapprove of the proposed rezoning of 6.16 acres of property located north of Montclair Avenue and west of McCormick Street from high density residential/industrial to a planned unit development.  As the owners of the property directly adjacent to the area in question, we believe that we would be immediately and irreparably impacted by the rezoning in question.  We hereby reject the proposed rezoning for the reasons explained below.

According to the City of Leesburg Planning and Zoning Division, the structure to be built on the property would be a multi-story residential building, otherwise described as an apartment building.  The construction, increased traffic, and sheer size of such structure would significantly impede the privacy, security and tranquility of our property.  Moreover, our community is intended for adults who are 55 years of age and older.  Because the apartment building of the nature to be built on the property would not limit its occupancy to adults who are 55 and older, the intended demography of the community would be ignored and forever disrupted.

Further, the proposed rezoning would significantly decrease the aesthetic value of our property.  Because the apartment building would immediately abut our property, we more than the other community residents, would experience a negative impact on our access to the natural Florida environment.  Specifically, the artificial structure to be built on the property would impede our view of Florida’s best natural resources – sunlight, breeze and tropical views.  If the proposed rezoning were to take place, and the structure is built on the property, we would be forced to sell our property to maintain our lifestyle…for the abovc-mentioned reason, we hereby oppose the proposed rezoning. – 07/07/08

Jean M. Munger – 2057 Montclair Road – Leesburg, Florida 34748 – 07/08/08

