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MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING
SEPTEMBER 14, 2006
The City of Leesburg Commission held a special meeting Thursday, September 14, 2006, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall.    Mayor Lovell called the meeting to order at 5:05 p.m. with the following members present:

Commissioner Sanna Henderson
Commissioner John Christian
Commissioner David Knowles 
Commissioner Lewis Puckett

Mayor Bob Lovell 
Commissioners Sanna Henderson and Lewis Puckett were not present.  Others present were City Manager (CM) Ron Stock, City Attorney (CA) Fred Morrison, City Clerk (CC) Betty Richardson, the news media, and others.

Mayor Lovell gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

ANNOUNCED THE PERCENTAGE INCREASE IN THE PROPOSED MILLAGE RATE OVER THE ROLLED BACK RATE







CM Stock announced the proposed millage rate of 4.500 mills for the Fiscal Year 2006-07 for the City of Leesburg, Florida, representing an increase of 0.763 mills or 20.42% over the rolled-back rate of 3.737 mills.

DISCUSSED THE SPECIFIC REASONS FOR THE TAX INCREASE
CM Stock advised the reasons for the tax increase are personal services, cost for construction materials, and cost to purchase utilities.  The proposed millage rate of 4.500 mills is proposed for the 18th consecutive year.
REQUESTED COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC REGARDING THE TENTATIVE BUDGET












Mayor Lovell requested comments from the public regarding the tentative budget.  There were none.

CM Stock stated the taxing authority is the City of Leesburg.  He announced the proposed millage rate of 4.500 mills for the Fiscal Year 2006-07 for the City of Leesburg, Florida, representing an increase of 0.763 mills or 20.42% over the rolled-back rate of 3.737 mills.

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 7725 TENTATIVELY ADOPTING THE MILLAGE RATE OF 4.500 MILLS PER $1,000 TAXABLE VALUE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2006-07


Commissioner Knowles introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida tentatively adopting 4.500 mills as the Fiscal Year 2006-07 millage rate for the City of Leesburg, Florida, representing an increase of 0.763 mills or 20.42% over the rolled-back rate of 3.737 mills.

Mayor Lovell stated this is the 18th year for this millage rate.  Holding the millage rate is a remarkable feat given the happenings around the world.

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.  
Mayor Lovell requested comments.  There were none. 

The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Christian


Yea




Commissioner Knowles


Yea




Mayor Lovell




Yea

Three yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 7726 TENTATIVELY ADOPTING THE FISCAL YEAR 2006-07 BUDGET











Commissioner Knowles introduced the resolution to be read by title only.   CC Richardson read the resolution by title only, as follows:

A resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida tentatively adopting the Fiscal Year 2006-07 budget for the City of Leesburg, Florida.

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the resolution and Commission Knowles seconded the motion.  
Mayor Lovell requested comments.  There were none.

The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Knowles


Yea




Commissioner Christian


Yea




Mayor Lovell




Yea

Three yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.

FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE FISCAL YEAR 2006-07 BUDGET












Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

An ordinance of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida adopting the Fiscal Year 2006-07 budget for the City of Leesburg, Florida; and providing an effective date.

Mayor Lovell requested comments.   There were none. 

PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED THE PERCENTAGE INCREASE OF THE TENTATIVE MILLAGE RATE OVER THE ROLLED BACK RATE





CM Stock announced the tentatively adopted millage rate of 4.500 mills represents an increase of 0.763 mills or 20.42% over the rolled-back rate of 3.737 mills.

ESTABLISHED AND PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED THE DATE, TIME, AND PLACE FOR THE PUBLIC HEARING TO FINALLY ADOPT THE MILLAGE RATE AND THE FISCAL YEAR 2006-07 BUDGET









CM Stock announced the next Public Hearing on the millage rate and the Fiscal Year 2006-07 budget will be held September 25, 2006, at 5:30 p.m. in the Commission Chambers of Leesburg City Hall.   
ROLL CALL:
Commissioner Christian – stated a resident complained about a county road (Veech Road) being very dark.  Commissioner Christian questioned the City’s policy.  CM Stock stated if light is installed, the costs associated with the light need to be paid by the governmental authority with jurisdiction in the area.  The resident should approach Lake County to request a light.  Commissioner Christian questioned if Harlem Avenue is on the list to be paved as the road floods during rain storms.  CM Stock stated there is currently no plan to pave the remaining dirt roads at this time, but a plan is to be proposed with next years Capital Improvement Plan.  Environmental Services staff will review the area to determine if anything can be done at this time.
Commissioner Knowles – none.

Mayor Lovell – none.

Commissioner Knowles moved to adjourn and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 5:19 p.m.








_________________________________ 








Mayor

ATTEST:

____________________________________ 

City Clerk


Betty M. Richardson



Recorder
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