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MINUTES OF THE COMMISSION MEETING HELD MARCH 12, 2012


MINUTES OF THE CITY COMMISSION MEETING

MONDAY, MARCH 12, 2012
The City of Leesburg Commission held a regular meeting Monday, March 12, 2012, in the Commission Chambers at City Hall. Mayor Henderson called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. with the following members present:

Commissioner John Christian

Commissioner David Knowles

Commissioner Bill Polk

Commissioner Lewis Puckett

Mayor Sanna Henderson
Also present were City Manager (CM) Jay Evans, City Clerk (CC) Betty Richardson, City Attorney (CA) Fred Morrison, and others.

Commissioner Christian gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America at the 5:00 p.m. Workshop prior to this meeting. 
PROCLAMATIONS:  None

PRESENTATIONS:

North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) compliance overview by Electric System Operations Supervisor Phil Janik





Electric Director Paul Kalv advised that FERC and NERC have the responsibility of the liability within the United States for the nation’s electric systems.  He introduced Leesburg Electric System Operations Supervisor Phil Janik, who gave the compliance overview, and Senior Systems Operator Chris Adkins.

ESOS Janik stated the reason for the presentation is to make all aware of changes NERC is making that will affect the City as a whole, including training that will affect budgeting as well as items that will affect security throughout the City. He added he will be giving this type of presentation annually so that FERC and NERC see that top management, from the Commission to the City Manager down, is informed.
ESOS Janik stated FERC delegates to NERC and that information comes and is spread through the various organizations and processes. He noted much of what Leesburg does in the electric area constitutes a share responsibility as to what they report and how they report it. He noted in 2008 they started the compliance program and in 2010 were officially registered and had to be in compliance. He reviewed the compliance program and the material provided and the compliance requirements.
ESOS Janik stated they have a strong emphasis on the ICP rating and Leesburg works on these standards daily as they are constantly changing. He noted the self reporting the City sends in when they find items, helps in leniency for these issues that come up. Everything has to do with compliance so staff is very methodical in this process. He stated the budget is also affected in meeting these compliance programs. He stated it has heated up since 911 and what has supported all this stronger compliance review are the large outages that have occurred around the country and were reviewed by ED Kalv at the start of the presentation. He noted the electric department tries to be proactive and tries to implement these standards before they are required. This is why they desire to review with the Commission and Manager these items so that everyone is prepared and ready for implementations. 

ESOS Janik noted the standards that are most critical and prevalent and require attention through the budget process. Sabotage reporting is critical and the whole City has to be trained to be aware so they know what is going on and report it up the line as required. “If you see something, say something.” Annual city-wide training is taken care of by the HR Department.
ESOS Janik reviewed protection and controls and how it is reported. He stated being proactive helps get it in the budget to meet the timing of requirements. This also helps with reduction in fines which can be costly if found not in compliant. Both he and Chris Adkins keep on top of it. He noted item the Commission needed to review in the provided reports.
FDOT STORMWATER PONDS AT US HWY 27 AND 441 INTERSECTION PRESENTATION BY ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DIRECTOR RAY SHARP

ESD Sharp reviewed stormwater ponds the City needs to decide if they want to take over. He displayed the Griffin Road/441/27 area and the two ponds of interest. He reviewed the depth and contour of the ponds, with seasonal high level at 70.5 feet. There will be wet ponds with normal conditions maintaining at 70.5 feet or less. The ponds will handle 25 year and 100 year storms. The project is funded by DOT and they will landscape if they continue to own the ponds. If Leesburg takes them over, they won’t landscape and will not provide those funds. It is not clear if DOT has funds to pay Leesburg for future maintenance if they were to take over these retention ponds.  The City currently does not have staffing to take over the maintenance of the ponds and would need to hire an additional maintenance person. He stated they have obtained a fee proposal for the gateway at $15,000 if the City takes over those ponds to develop as the City desires. It would be advantageous to develop a master plan for the site and do it in phases. Until that is all designed, it is hard to estimate at this time the cost. Once the Main Street streetscape design is completed with cost, those figures may help in determining the costs for this. Fountains can be included with a broad range of costs depending on the type of fountain, aesthetic features, and lighting. He confirmed that Tavares took over their stormwater pond. He said he does not know if DOT handled the landscaping, would they let Leesburg put in lighting.
The Commission discussed taking over the ponds and working with DOT as to what is used for landscaping. The Commission felt that DOT should maintain them with the economy as it currently exists.   A letter needs to be sent regarding the City’s desire for 
input on the landscaping plan.  The City Commissioners discussed possibly acquiring the ponds in the future, which is also an option.

Commissioner Polk moved to let DOT retain ownership of the retention ponds as discussed. Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion. The roll call vote was:

                                    Commissioner
Polk


Yea 

Commissioner
Puckett


Yea




                                    Commissioner
Christian

Yea



                                    Commissioner Knowles

Yea

                                    Mayor Henderson


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved FDOT retaining ownership of the retention ponds.
UPDATE FROM FINANCIAL ADVISOR JEFF LARSON




City Manager Evans stated this is good timing for an update from the City’s Financial Consultant since the audit had been completed.
Mr. Larson provided information already in the audit, but enhanced for further emphasis. He stated Leesburg is ahead of the curve regarding the economy and fiscal responsibilities. He reviewed that bond insurance business has changed with the current economical atmosphere. The fact the City has its own ratings is a plus and an excellent achievement. A higher rating means less risk and lower interest. The City has upgraded from A-3 to A-1, which is a compliment and a benefit to the City leaving the City just a notch below the top ratings. The electric utility was also upgraded from an A-3 to an A-2, which is also very positive during these tough economical times. Telecommunications/Fiber Optics is operating on its own now, which is also a positive. He noted that Beacon College is also looking at an expansion to the college and has a good plan in place to bring a financial plan to the City.
Mr. Larson advised CM Evans and Finance Staff need to go to New York in April regarding the bonding.
CONSENT AGENDA:

Pulled items:
4.A.1 -   Meeting minutes of February 13, 2012 – not provided to Commission

4.C.4  -  General Electric Corporation for AMI Implementation Services

Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the Consent Agenda except for 4.A.1 and 4.B.4  Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion.

The roll call vote was:

                                    Commissioner
Puckett


Yea




                                    Commissioner
Christian

Yea



                                    Commissioner Knowles

Yea

                                    Commissioner
Polk


Yea

                                    Mayor Henderson


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the Consent Agenda, as follows:

CITY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES:

Regular meeting held February 27, 2012
PURCHASING ITEMS:  None
RESOLUTIONS:

Resolution 8996
Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to execute an Internet Service Agreement with The School Board of Lake County, Florida for the provision of Internet service; and providing an effective date.

Resolution 8997
Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to enter into a Well Monitoring License Agreement with the State of Florida, as required by our consumptive use permit.

Resolution 8998
Resolution of the City Commission of the City of Leesburg, Florida authorizing the Mayor and City Clerk to approve DEP agreement No. G0342 grant funding for the Lake Harris Water Quality Improvement Project.

OTHER ITEMS:  None

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 8999 EXECUTING AN AMENDMENT TO AN EXISTING AGREEMENT WITH THE GENERAL ELECTRIC CORPORATION FOR AMI IMPLEMENTATION SERVICES






Commissioner Puckett introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the title, as follows:

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AN AMENDMENT TO AN EXISTING AGREEMENT WITH THE GENERAL ELECTRIC CORPORATION FOR AMI IMPLEMENTATION SERVICES; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion. 
Commissioner Polk requested a review of this item. Mike Thornton, Purchasing Manager stated this was to meet contract requirements of the State under their grant funding. Davis Bacon does not apply to this nor does Buy American Act. State reviewed the items after the award was completed and these items need to be in the agreement to finish the process. 
The roll call vote was:                       




                                    Commissioner
Christian

Yea



                                    Commissioner Knowles

Yea 

Commissioner
Puckett


Yea

                                    Commissioner
Polk


Yea

                                    Mayor Henderson


Yea

Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 12-20 ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM BEACON COLLEGE, INC., ON THE SOUTH SIDE LOT ADJACENT TO MAGNOLIA STREET EAST SIDE OF PALMETTO STREET



City Clerk Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, accepting a Utility Easement from Beacon College, Inc., on the south side lot adjacent to Magnolia Street east side of Palmetto Street; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Commissioner Puckett moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.   
Mayor Henderson requested comments from the Commission and audience.  

The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Knowles

Yea



Commissioner Polk


Yea

Commissioner Puckett

Yea



Commissioner Christian

Yea



Mayor Henderson


Yea
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
ADOPTED ORDINANCE 12-21   ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM BEACON COLLEGE, INC., ON THE WEST SIDE OF PALMETTO STREET

City Clerk Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

an Ordinance accepting a Utility Easement from Beacon College, Inc., on the west side of Palmetto Street.IN SECTION 26, TOWNSHIP 19 SOUTH, RANGE 24 EAST, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.   
Mayor Henderson requested comments from the Commission and audience.  

The roll call vote was:


Commissioner Polk


Yea



Commissioner Puckett

Yea



Commissioner Christian

Yea



Commissioner Knowles 

Yea
Mayor Henderson


Yea
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
ORDINANCE 12-22 ACCEPTING A WARRANTY DEED GIVEN BY LEESBURG CHRISTIAN CENTER INC. TO THE CITY OF LEESBURG PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED AT THE INTERSECTION OF THOMAS AVENUE AND WESTSIDE DRIVE








City Clerk Richardson read the ordinance by title only, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, ACCEPTING A WARRANTY DEED GIVEN BY LEESBURG CHRISTIAN CENTER, INC., AS GRANTOR, TO THE CITY OF LEESBURG, AS GRANTEE, PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED IN SECTION 21, TOWNSHIP 19 SOUTH, RANGE 24 EAST, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  

Commissioner Polk moved to adopt the ordinance and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion.   
Mayor Henderson requested comments from the Commission and audience.  

The roll call vote was:


Commissioner Puckett

Yea



Commissioner Christian

Yea
Commissioner Knowles 

Yea
Commissioner Polk


Yea
Mayor Henderson


Yea
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the ordinance.
INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE AMENDING §25 - 474 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES PERTAINING TO INSTALLATION OF THE ELECTRICAL DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM IN SUBDIVISIONS AND NEW DEVELOPMENTS; PROVIDING FOR AN EXTENSION OF THE CURRENT FOUR YEAR DEADLINE TO OBTAIN REIMBURSEMENTS; LIMITING THE BENEFITS OF THE EXTENSIONS TO THOSE DEVELOPMENTS IN WHICH THE CURRENT DEADLINE WILL EXPIRE ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 2013



Commissioner Christian introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  City Manager Evans read the ordinance, as follows:
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, AMENDING §25 – 474 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES PERTAINING TO INSTALLATION OF THE ELECTRICAL DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM IN SUBDIVISIONS AND NEW DEVELOPMENTS;     PROVIDING  FOR AN EXTENSION  OF  THE 
CURRENT FOUR YEAR DEADLINE TO OBTAIN REIMBURSEMENTS FOR THE DIFFERENCE IN COST BETWEEN OVERHEAD AND UNDERGROUND SERVICE IF THE DEVELOPER PAYS UP FRONT FOR THE COST OF INSTALLING THE INFRASTRUCTURE; PROVIDING FOR AN EXTENSION OF THE CURRENT FOUR YEAR DEADLINE FOR THE CITY TO DRAW DOWN ON ANY BOND, CASH DEPOSIT OR LETTER OF CREDIT PLACED WITH THE CITY AS ASSURANCE OF FUTURE PAYMENT WHERE THE DEVELOPER DOES NOT PAY THE COST OF INSTALLING THE INFRASTRUCTURE UP FRONT; LIMITING THE BENEFITS OF THE EXTENSIONS HEREIN CREATED TO THOSE DEVELOPMENTS IN WHICH THE CURRENT DEADLINE WILL EXPIRE ON OR BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 2013; REPEALING CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Commissioner Knowles stated it allows the City to work with developers so they can pay the cost of infrastructure at a later date and the City has a better chance of getting paid.
Mayor Henderson entertained further discussion. There was nothing further discussed, the Ordinance will be carried forward.
INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM SUNTRUST BANK, PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED IN SECTION 23, TOWNSHIP 19 SOUTH, RANGE 24 EAST, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA (NORTH 14TH STREET).









Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  City Clerk Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM SUNTRUST BANK, AS GRANTOR, TO THE CITY OF LEESBURG,, AS GRANTEE, PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED IN SECTION 23, TOWNSHIP 19 SOUTH, RANGE 24 EAST, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Mayor Henderson entertained further discussion. There was nothing further discussed, the Ordinance will be carried forward.

INTRODUCED AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM SUNTRUST BANK, PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED IN SECTION 23, TOWNSHIP 19 SOUTH, RANGE 24 EAST, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA (EASTERLY RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF NORTH 14TH STREET)).



Commissioner Knowles introduced the ordinance to be read by title only.  City Clerk Richardson read the ordinance, as follows:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA, ACCEPTING A UTILITY EASEMENT FROM SUNTRUST BANK, AS GRANTOR, TO THE CITY OF LEESBURG, AS GRANTEE, PERTAINING TO LAND LOCATED IN SECTION 23, TOWNSHIP 19 SOUTH, RANGE 24 EAST, LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Mayor Henderson entertained further discussion. There was nothing further discussed, the Ordinance will be carried forward.

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 9000 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT WITH PERRY ROOFING CONTRACTORS, INC. TO REPLACE THE ROOF AT THE LEESBURG COMMUNITY BUILDING FOR $125,953.00

Commissioner Polk introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  City Clerk Richardson read the resolution, as follows:

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG, FLORIDA AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH PERRY ROOFING CONTRACTORS, INC. FOR CONTRACTOR SERVICES TO REPLACE THE ROOF AT THE LEESBURG COMMUNITY BUILDING FOR A TOTAL COST OF $125,953; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Commissioner Knowles moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.   
PM Thornton reviewed the alternate bid and the project that will increase the slope and insulation for the building. He stated it will meet the building codes and the budget allowance.

The roll call vote was:


Commissioner Christian

Yea
Commissioner Knowles 

Yea
Commissioner Polk


Yea
Commissioner Puckett 

Yea
Mayor Henderson


Yea
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.
TABLED THE RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE SPECIAL EVENTS VENUE AREA FOR THE 16TH ANNUAL LEESBURG BIKEFEST TAKING PLACE FROM APRIL 27 THROUGH APRIL 29, 2012 IN THE CITY OF LEESBURG.











Commissioner Puckett introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  City Clerk Richardson read the resolution, as follows:

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG ESTABLISHING THE SPECIAL EVENTS VENUE AREA FOR THE 16th ANNUAL LEESBURG BIKEFEST TAKING PLACE FROM APRIL 27 THROUGH APRIL 29, 2012 IN THE CITY OF LEESBURG; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.   

Commissioner Polk questioned if the Recreation Department will be handling the RV Parking. CM Evans stated they were still working on the plan to do and will bring it back to the next Commission meeting. He confirmed it will only be around Dozier Circle.

Commissioner Christian stated his concern is all the City will do is Dozier Circle.  He added he thought it was already decided at the last meeting and questioned why they were again discussing it at this meeting. CM Evans clarified that the area in red was not necessary for the City to do the parking, adding that at the last meeting he was looking for the Commission’s receptiveness for the parking proposal. 

Commissioner Knowles stated the Boat Club also wanted to do something and would like to be more than just Dozier Circle. 

Commissioner Polk also noted that the ballpark needs to be accessible for the kids to play ball, adding they should bring this back along with the right map and the  plan so both can be voted on at the next meeting.

Commissioner Puckett stated if someone looked at the map as it is, they would not like it.

Commissioner Knowles moved to table approval of the resolution and Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion. The roll call vote was:

Commissioner Knowles 

Yea
Commissioner Polk


Yea
Commissioner Puckett 

Yea
Commissioner Christian 

Yea
Mayor Henderson


Yea
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission tabled the resolution.
RESOLUTION 9001 ESTABLISHING A SPECIAL EVENT VENUE AREA PER SQUARE FOOT COST RECOVERY FEE FOR THE 16TH ANNUAL BIKE FEST.
 
Commissioner Knowles introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  City Clerk Richardson read the resolution, as follows:

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF LEESBURG ESTABLISHING THE SPECIAL EVENTS VENUE AREA PER SQUARE FOOT COST RECOVERY FEE FOR THE 16TH ANNUAL LEESBURG BIKEFEST; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.   

Commissioner Christian questioned if documentation had been provided and City staff had reviewed the cost. CM Evans stated the Partnership had provided the documentation justifying the fee per square feet. He stated the City did not audit their numbers, but reviewed the documentation. Commissioner Christian stated his concern that City staff should verify this is what it cost and it is accurate and correct.
Commissioner Polk asked if these numbers included the parking at Venetian Gardens. It was confirmed this was just for the original area.

Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.  The roll call vote was:


Commissioner Polk


Yea
Commissioner Puckett 

Yea
Commissioner Christian 

Yea
Commissioner Knowles 

Yea
Mayor Henderson


Yea
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution..
ADOPTED RESOLUTION 9002 AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE SCHOOL BOARD OF LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA FOR THE PROVISION OF COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES.







Commissioner Christian introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  City Clerk Richardson read the resolution, as follows:

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF A COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE SCHOOL BOARD OF LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA FOR THE PROVISION OF COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Commissioner Christian moved to approve the resolution and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.   
CM Evans stated that a recent update to the Agenda Memo had some bugs in it and the information in the original agenda memo was dropped before going out, so the correct one had to be resent. He noted the funding needed to make the project work, much of it is available in the communications utilities but they need $315,000 additional dollars to make it work. He stated the payback methodology in the agreement was solid, but the funding source for the $315,000 had to be established. He stated originally they thought they would need more and have to go to a bank for funding. With the funds needed being 
a smaller amount, it may be appropriate to look at loaning the money internally, possibly through the stormwater utility with the loan paid back in as low as three years with an $8,750 per month payment. The contract is for seven years and after year five; the storm water will be paid off as well as the communication utilities. 
When questioned how this will affect the storm water if additional funds are needed. CM Evans stated staff felt there was enough budgeted and planned over the next three years to take this on. PWD Sharp agreed to the proposal. 

Mayor Henderson entertained further discussion.  There was no further discussion.
The roll call vote was:
Commissioner Puckett 

Yea
Commissioner Christian 

Yea
Commissioner Knowles 

Yea
Commissioner Polk 


Yea
Mayor Henderson


Yea
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the resolution.
APPROVED PURCHASE REQUEST FROM FLEET SERVICES FOR THE PURCHASE OF ONE NEW TRUCK WITH AERIAL DEVICE (BUCKET TRUCK) FROM ALTEC INDUSTRIES PURSUANT TO ITB 120111 FOR A TOTAL AMOUNT OF $173,181.00.







Mayor Henderson questioned if it would be better to get the newer year model since the cost increase was only $5,000 more. Deputy Director of Public Works Feagle stated it didn’t matter with this type of equipment since the City will keep the vehicle until it is no longer usable. He stated the main concern is the air lifting equipment because of the safety factors.
Mayor Henderson entertained further discussion. There was no further discussion.
Commissioner Christian moved to approve the request and Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion.   The roll call vote was:

Commissioner Christian 

Yea
Commissioner Knowles 

Yea
Commissioner Polk 


Yea
Commissioner Puckett 

Yea
Mayor Henderson


Yea
Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the request.
DENIED APPROVAL OF THE CONTRACT WITH JERRY BOND, FEAT PARK PROJECT MANAGER, CONSULTANT CONTRACT





CM Evans stated the information on extending the consultant contract for Jerry Bond was provided at the previous meeting, but the Commission wanted to wait until Commissioner Puckett was here to vote on the matter.

Commissioner Puckett stated he has worked in this area for many years and does not see a light at the end of the tunnel for the project, adding he is not in favor of it. 

Commissioner Knowles stated he felt that better days are ahead and it needs to be looked at as it had the ability to provide future jobs.

Mayor Henderson stated the City just spent money on another truck and this project seems to be a very small investment for Leesburg’s future.  And, the same as Commissioner Knowles, she said she felt the City had already started projects at Leesburg High School and Lake Tech with different things to complement the program.   Mr. Bond has contacts and the ability to look into this project that City staff cannot do and she would like to extend his contract and see what happens.

Commissioner Puckett moved to approve the Consultant Contract for Jerry Bond and Commissioner Knowles seconded the motion.   The roll call vote was:

Commissioner Knowles 

Yea
Commissioner Polk


Nay
Commissioner Puckett

Nay

Commissioner
Christian

Nay

Mayor Henderson


Yea
Three nays, and two yeas, the Commission denied approval of extending the contract for Jerry Bond.
INFORMATIONAL REPORTS:

There were none.
CITY ATTORNEY ITEMS: 
The City Attorney had no items.

CITY MANAGER ITEMS:

CM Evans stated staff is working on the Smart Grid project and getting that information out in the public to different groups. He noted they were at Fruitland Park last week and have meetings with groups scheduled to speak all over the City. He stated if there is a particular group any of the Commissioners would like to hear the presentation to let him know.   He noted the Finance Director position had been advertised and currently there are 21 applications to review. He noted that the BBQ Blues and Brews event was held last weekend which is a new, smaller event. 

CM Evans stated there was good news that Mr. Clayton Powell who works in the Electric Department and has been out ill for a while is back to work on light duty and feeling well. 
CM Evans confirmed that feedback has been very good on the Smart Grid.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Mayor Henderson entertained public comments. There were none.
ROLL CALL:

Commissioner Knowles stated the Downtown Business Owners Association put on the BBQ Blues and Brews adding he cooked BBQ all day. He stated the weather was wonderful and it was an enjoyable event. 

Commissioner Christian stated he read in the newspaper about the disagreements going on with the Airport Authority Board. He stated he hopes staff can resolve this so that Leesburg is not displayed negatively and staff barraged. He stated he hates to see staff thrown under the bus since the Commission makes these decisions.
Commissioner Puckett stated some staff needs to be thrown under the bus and that should have been done three Commissions ago. He stated he does not see a light at the end of that tunnel for this either. 

Commissioner Polk stated he received a letter from Brainerd Helicopters as did everyone else and it sounds like he has a good business out there. He wants to see the Airport Authority meetings held monthly. Commissioner Polk stated he would like to attend the next meeting. With the next meeting being two days away there will be time to post the notice for two or more Commissioners to attend. Therefore, only one Commissioner would attend and that was decided to be Commissioner Polk.
Commissioner Polk stated he was looking for the customer service survey report. CM Evans stated he had that report along with Ms. Beach’s comments and will have it to the Commission soon. Commissioner Polk questioned the docks bridges project at Venetian Gardens. PWD Sharp stated they are in the process of putting together the package for design build and should be ready to go out in six weeks.

Commissioner Polk questioned more information on the Finance Director’s position being filled. CM Evans stated he would be taking some time to insure the best candidate for the position is hired since it is an extremely important position for the City. 
Commissioner Polk questioned the filling of the number two position in electric. ED Kalv stated the person he hoped to hire has had to bring his mother to Florida for cancer treatments and therefore, asked for the delay.  ED Kalv stated of the four candidates this person fit Leesburg best. He added he would get his answer as to when he would be with the City by the end of the week.
Commissioner Puckett stated the Commissioners appoint people to these boards and the Commission should support these people and pay attention to who is put on the Board.

Mayor Henderson stated she had nothing to report, but congratulated the Leesburg High School basketball team for their excellent season.
ADJOURN:

Commissioner Knowles moved to adjourn and Commissioner Puckett seconded the motion.   The meeting adjourned at 6:59 p.m.







_________________________________ 







Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________________________ 

Betty M. Richardson

City Clerk

Betty M. Richardson, City Clerk
Recorder

