MINUTES OF THE CARVER HEIGHTS/MONTCLAIR AREA CRA MEETING HELD JANUARY 25, 2010

      MINUTES OF THE

CARVER HEIGHTS/MONTCLAIR AREA COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY

MONDAY, JANUARY 25, 2010 

The Carver Heights/Montclair Area Community Redevelopment Agency held a regular meeting Monday, January 25, 2010.  Chairperson Knowles called the meeting to order at 5:20 p.m. with the following members present:

Commissioner John Christian

Commissioner Sanna Henderson

Commissioner Lewis Puckett
Commissioner Bill Polk
Chairperson Commissioner David Knowles
Commissioner Montez was absent. Others present were City Manager (CM) Jay Evans, City Clerk (CC) Betty Richardson, City Attorney (CA) Fred Morrison, and Deputy City Clerk (DCC) Teresa Bagwell.
Commissioner Christian gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

APPROVED MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 9, 2009 CH/MA CRA MEETING

 

Commissioner Christian moved to approve the minutes of November 9, 2009 CH/MA CRA meeting and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.

The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Henderson

Yea









Commissioner Puckett

Yea






Commissioner Christian

Yea







Commissioner Polk


Yea







Chairperson Knowles


Yea




Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the minutes.

PRESENTATION:

HEARD PRESENTATION ON HOUSING REHABILITATION PROGRAM BY COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR (CRC) CHRIS EDWARDS


CRC Edwards gave a power-point presentation on the Housing Rehabilitation Program. (attached) 
Commissioner Henderson asked for an explanation of the guidelines for the income.  Housing and Economic Development Director (HEDD) Ken Thomas explained for a household of four the income is approximately $42,000 annually.  

Commissioner Christian said he is not over enthused on setting $100,000 aside for Community Rehab.  He would like to see the money put back into the community by rehabbing a house the City owns.  HEDD Thomas explained the CRA is trying to help as many people as possible by aiding housing structures in need of repair. The money will be controlled in the same manner as the money set aside for park improvements and commercial development.  
Commissioner Henderson asked if the resident will pay back the CRA.  CRC Edwards said the rehab is a gift.  
Commissioner Polk asked who decides the extent the rehab.  HEDD Thomas said a pilot program is used by the City.  A Professional does a work write-up to determine the necessity.  Repairs are determined on essential needs only. Citizens must meet qualifications to be eligible for the repairs.  
Commissioner Christian asked where Lake County gets money for these similar type rehabs.  HEDD Thomas said a portion of SHIP and Community Development Block Grant are used. The County’s program does not rehab bathrooms and electrical problems and has a four year waiting list.  He explained this $100,000 loan will improve the area enough to make a difference in the Community.

Commissioner Christian stated he wanted to make sure everyone understands this is a loan not a grant and the CRA will be required to pay back the $100,000.  The City fought real hard for the loan and will be paying back the money for the next five years.
Commissioner Henderson asked if the CDC Board agreed with the rehab.  CRC Edwards replied the CDC attended the charette and approved the list.  
Commissioner Christian said the outcome of a charette often depends on the group of persons attending the meetings.  He expressed concern about this being a top priority.
Commissioner Puckett moved to approve the $100,000 expenditure for rehabbing homes in the Carver Heights/Montclair Area, as approved by the program, and Commissioner Polk seconded the motion.
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Puckett

Yea









Commissioner Christian

Yea






Commissioner Polk


Yea







Commissioner Henderson

Yea







Chairperson Knowles


Yea




Five yeas, no nays, the Commission approved the expenditure.

ADOPTED RESOLUTION 28 APPROVING THE DESIGNATION OF CARVER HEIGHTS/MONTCLAIR COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT DISTRICT IN LEESBURG, FLORIDA AS A BROWNFIELD AREA AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY CLERK TO NOTIFY THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION










 
Commissioner Christian introduced the resolution to be read by title only.  CC Richardson read the resolution, as follows:

A resolution of the Carver Heights/Montclair Area Community Redevelopment Agency of the City of Leesburg, Florida, approving the designation of the area described in Exhibit “A” as the Carver Heights/Montclair Area Community Redevelopment District in Leesburg, Florida as a Brownfield Area for the purpose of Environmental Remediation, Rehabilitation, and Economic Development; authorizing the City Clerk to notify the Florida Department of Environmental Protection of said designation; and providing an effective date.  
Commissioner Christian moved to adopt the resolution and Commissioner Henderson    seconded the motion
Commissioner Polk asked if this area was considered a Brownfield Area previously and if the City has received Federal funds for the redevelopment. CA Morrison replied this particular property was not deemed a Brownfield Area.  Several sites in the City are considered Brownfield Areas, but have not been designated. A formal designation creates opportunities for funding the re-development. The City has not received funds for this project.   
CRC Edwards explained by designating specific property creates a re-development tool and incentive package for the CRA.  CM Evans explained a Brownfield Designation allows other credits, such as tax credits and volunteer clean up.  
The roll call vote was:




Commissioner Christian

Yea









Commissioner Polk


Yea






Commissioner Henderson

Yea







Commissioner Puckett

Yea







Chairperson Knowles


Yea




Five yeas, no nays, the Commission adopted the resolution.

ROLL CALL:
Commissioner Henderson – none
Commissioner Polk – none

Commissioner Puckett - none

Commissioner Henderson – none

Chairperson Knowles - none

 
Commissioner Puckett moved to adjourn and Commissioner Christian seconded the motion.   The meeting adjourned at 5:52 p.m.







_______________________________________ 







Chairman

ATTEST:

_________________________________ 

Secretary

Teresa Bagwell


___ 

Recorder
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